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Prior to 1974, the port city of Famagusta, Cyprus, was home to one of the most 

glamorous beach resorts in the world. The white sands and luxurious beach 

hotels stood only a short walking distance from Famagusta’s historic core, a 

Lusignan-era walled town housing a rich architectural heritage. With the 

island’s division in 1974, approximately 35,000 Greek Cypriots, most from the 

resort area of Varosha, fled from north to south. Varosha was abandoned and 

soon would be surrounded by barbed wire and occupied by Turkish troops. For 

forty years, it has been held as a bargaining chip in negotiations, while the 

once-glittering hotels have crumbled.  Moreover, the international isolation of 

north Cyprus’ self-declared state has impeded the restoration of Famagusta’s 

neglected walled city, and the once-busy port has stagnated.  

 

Recently, however, in a hopeful development, Turkish Cypriots living in 

Famagusta have joined with displaced Greek Cypriots to demand the opening 

of Varosha under UN supervision, the return of property to its legal owners, 

the opening of Famagusta port under EU supervision, and the listing of the 

walled city as a UNESCO heritage site. Bi-communal citizens’ initiatives have 

gathered local support, while the city’s two mayors have asked for immediate 

implementation. As negotiations to reunify the island are ongoing, this 

conference asks how we might imagine a reunited and revitalised Famagusta. 

What plans are being made for its resuscitation, and what are their potential 

social, economic, and ecological costs and consequences? Will it be possible to 

turn a ghost city into an eco-city, as some have imagined? What lessons may 

be used from other cases of post-conflict urban redevelopment for thinking 

about the city’s future? 

Professor Kevin Featherstone  

Director, Hellenic Observatory, LSE 

 

Dr Rebecca Bryant   

A.N. Hadjiyiannis Senior Research Fellow 

Hellenic Observatory, LSE 

Foreword 



2 

 

Programme 
14.00-14.20 Registration 

14.20-14.30 

  

  

Welcome and Introduction 

Professor Kevin Featherstone 
Director, Hellenic Observatory;  Eleftherios Venizelos Professor of Contemporary Greek Studies & Professor of 
European Politics, LSE 
Dr Rebecca Bryant 
A.N. Hadjiyiannis Senior Research Fellow, Hellenic Observatory, LSE 

14.30-16.30 Session 1: Envisioning the Future 

  Moderator 
Dr James Ker-Lindsay, Eurobank Senior Research Fellow on the Politics of South East Europe, LSEE and Hellenic 
Observatory, LSE 

Famagusta, Inc.: Massively Inclusive Grass-Roots Collaborations in Urban Revitalization 
George C. Lordos, Economist and Businessman; Member of the Famagusta Initiative and the Famagusta Ecocity 
Project 
Co-authored with Nektarios Christodoulou, University of Cyprus PhD Grant Holder 

The Economic Significance of Famagusta 
Symeon Matsis, Economist; Member of the Famagusta Initiative 

Reviving Famagusta: City Planning Challenges 
Glafkos Constantinides, Sociologist, Economist and Urban Planner, MRTPI 

From Separation and Isolation to Hopes for Integration: Making One City Out of Two 
Layık Topcan Mesutoğlu, Town Planner 

Contextualising the Famagusta Proposals: An Overview of International Trends in Eco-City Policy and Practice 
Robert Cowley, Visiting Lecturer, Department of Politics and International Relations, Westminster University 

16.30-17.00 Refreshments 

17.00-18.30 Session 2: Planning for a Bi-Communal Famagusta 

  

  

  

  

Moderator 
Dr Rebecca Bryant, A.N. Hadjiyiannis Senior Research Fellow, Hellenic Observatory, LSE 

The Fracture and Destruction of the Memory of a City and a New Hope: Famagusta Ecocity Project 
Dr Ceren Boğaç, Assistant Professor, Eastern Mediterranean University; Architect; Environmental Psychologist; 
Famagusta Ecocity Project 

Peace-building as a Practice: The Case of Famagusta Initiative 
Mustafa Öngün,  PhD Candidate, Centre for Contemporary Aristotelian Studies in Ethics and Politics (CASEP), 
London Metropolitan University 

Revisiting Famagusta: Strategies for New Futures 
Nektarios Christodoulou, University of Cyprus PhD Grant Holder 
Co-Authored with Dr. Socrates Stratis, Assistant Professor, University of Cyprus; Architect; Urbanist 

Confronting Urban Frontiers in Contested Cities 
Dr Wendy  Pullan, Head of Research and Director, Martin Centre for Architectural and Urban Studies,  
Department of Architecture, University of Cambridge 

Discussants 
Dr Gabriel Koureas, Lecturer in Modern and Contemporary Visual Culture, Department of History of Art and 
Screen Media, School of Arts, Birkbeck, University of London 

Dr Christalla Yakinthou, Birmingham Fellow, Department of Political Science and International Studies,  
University of Birmingham 

18.30-18.45 Closing Remarks 

18.45-20.00 Drinks Reception 
Senior Common Room, 5th Floor, Old Building 
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Conference Convenors  

Professor Kevin Featherstone is Eleftherios Venizelos Professor of Contemporary Greek 

Studies and Professor of European Politics. He is the Director of the Hellenic Observatory 

and Co-Chair of LSEE Research on South-East Europe within the European Institute, and he 

served as Director/Head of the European Institute twice. He held academic posts at the 

universities of Stirling and Bradford, and visiting positions at the University of Minnesota; 

NYU; and Harvard University. He has served on an advisory committee for the reform of 

the Greek government, and is the first foreign member of the National Council for 

Research and Technology (ESET) in Greece.  His research has focussed on the politics of 

the European Union and the politics of contemporary Greece; his work has been framed in the perspectives of 

comparative politics, public policy, political economy and processes of 'Europeanization'. 

 

Dr Rebecca Bryant is A. N. Hadjiyiannis Senior Research Fellow in the Hellenic 

Observatory. Before joining the LSE, she was Associate Professor of Anthropology at 

George Mason University.  She is an anthropologist of politics and law whose work has 

focused on ethnic conflict and displacement, border practices, transitional justice, and 

contested sovereignty on both sides of the Cyprus Green Line, as well as in Greece and 

Turkey.  She is additionally a research associate of the Peace Research Institute Oslo, with 

whom she is currently participating in a four-year collaborative research project, 

‘Imagined Sovereignties,’ funded by the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. For that 

project, her research compares the effects of globalisation and transnational institutions on the unrecognised 

states in north Cyprus and Abkhazia.   

 

Dr James Ker-Lindsay is a Senior Research Fellow focusing on the Politics and 

International Relations of South East Europe at the London School of Economics and 

Political Science. A specialist on issues relating to conflict, peace and security in the 

Eastern Mediterranean and the Western Balkans. He takes an active role in the 

development of South East European studies in the UK and internationally. He is also a 

member of the steering committee of the ECPR Standing Group on South East Europe and 

a former co-convenor of the British International Studies Association (BISA) Working Group 

on South East Europe. He is a frequent media commentator on regional developments, 

and has written for Jane's Foreign Report and the Economist Intelligence Unit. He also has extensive experience 

in public and private sector consulting and advising and has a practical background in conflict analysis and 

resolution.  
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Conference Speakers 

Dr Ceren Boğaç was born in Famagusta in 1979.  She is Assistant Professor of 

Architecture at Eastern Mediterranean University, from which she received her M.Sc. and 

Ph.D. in Architecture with a focus on Environmental Psychology. Her specific areas of 

expertise are architectural psychology, environmental meaning, environmental design, 

and socio-architecture and place attachment studies. She lectured widely on the interplay 

between human beings and the environment and has numerous publications in 

environmental meaning and place attachment studies at both the national and 

international levels. She is a board member of The International Network for Traditional 

Building, Architecture and Urbanism, INTBAU Cyprus Chapter.  

 

The Fracture and Destruction of the Memory of a City and a New Hope:  

Famagusta Ecocity Project 

This presentation will address the competing narratives and memories through which current and former 

residents of Famagusta create their attachment to place.  Using the author’s experiences of growing up in a house 

that looked onto the ghost town of Varosha, the presentation will discuss the often contradictory ways in which 

Famagusta has been and is today created as a place by displaced Greek Cypriots and the heterogeneous current 

residents of the city.  Today Famagusta is inhabited by original Turkish Cypriots residents, displaced Turkish 

Cypriots (such as the author’s grandparents) who live in abandoned Greek Cypriot houses, immigrants from 

Turkey, and a large, multicultural student population.  While displaced Greek Cypriots may long for homes in 

Varosha, a closed town under military occupation, displaced Turkish Cypriots living in Greek Cypriot houses have 

fears for the future, afraid of being displaced again.  Moreover, Famagusta has a different meaning to a third-

generation Greek Cypriot refugee or a twenty-year-old Turkish Cypriot resident of the city than it has for their 

grandparents.   

The presentation will explore the ways in which the present day of the city is lost between imaginations of the 

past and fears for the future, as well as how different attachments to place represent what in social planning is 

today called a ‘wicked problem,’ i.e., a set of incompletely known or contradictory issues that are difficult to 

resolve through planning.  The paper presents these conflicting attachments to the city as a problem that needs 

to be resolved through dialogue in the context of an opening and gives the Famagusta Ecocity Project as an 

example of the sort of dialogue that may allow us to create a new and empathetic language for discussing the 

future of the city. 
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Conference Speakers 

Glafkos Constantinides holds university degrees in Sociology, Economics and Urban 

Planning from the University of Kent, LSE and University of Sheffield. He worked as a 

Planning Officer in the Department of Town Planning and Housing in Nicosia, initially 

engaged in broad research and policy making and later as coordinator of the bi-

communal Nicosia Master Plan Project and of the New Vision for the Core of Nicosia 

Project. He also served as area planner in charge of the Famagusta Planning Office. 

Following early retirement he pursued a career as an independent consultant in Cyprus 

and abroad, participating in multi-disciplinary teams engaged in the preparation, 

evaluation, implementation and review of spatial, socioeconomic and regional policies 

and projects in various countries of the Mediterranean, Middle East and East Africa.  

 

Reviving Famagusta: City Planning Challenges  

The presentation will discuss five main issues relating to the challenges involved in the revival of Famagusta. 

Firstly, it will outline the particular characteristics of Famagusta as a divided city and examine the city’s 

adjustments to division as well as the way in which wider social responses have created diverse perceptions of the 

city: city on the ground and city in the mind. Key points arising from this dual perception will be seen to illuminate 

new areas of investigation in spatial planning, appropriate perhaps for wider application to post-conflict land use 

adjustment situations. 

Secondly, the main opportunities for and constraints to the revival of Famagusta as a city of people will be 

discussed highlighting the challenges of defining alternative spatial planning objectives for the future of Famagusta 

and the context in which a unified city scenario may be compared with other related scenarios such as 

complementary city, growing city, sustainable city, etc. The absence of an island wide spatial strategy (‘Island 

Plan’) is one of the constraints to be overcome. 

Thirdly, following from the above, the main ‘drivers’ of change and sustainability will be identified reflecting 

important economic opportunities for the whole area of Famagusta (tourism, education, cultural heritage, 

agriculture, trade, etc.). Further, the presentation will justify the need for a master plan for the city and propose a 

strategic planning approach to Famagusta, much broader than building density rights and regulations, to address 

important development components including governance, civil society engagement, resource mobilization and 

investment, infrastructure, heritage conservation and environmental quality and protection. It will be stressed that 

the Famagusta master plan will need not only to address important spatial and technical issues, expected of an 

effective plan, but also act as a vehicle for public participation and stakeholders’ engagement promoting 

cooperation and shared visions. Reference will be made to the achievements of the bi-communal ‘Nicosia Master 

Plan’ as a vehicle for shared policies and actions in the divided city of Nicosia. 

Fourthly, obstacles to the delivery of planning outcomes in Famagusta will be identified and proposed solutions 

will be put forward, such as the establishment of a ‘Development Company’ to coordinate foreign financial 

assistance and domestic resource mobilization, implementation activities all within an ongoing bi-communal 

planning process. 

 Finally, the presentation will introduce a context for the evaluation of ‘eco-city’ as an option for Famagusta. 
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Conference Speakers 

Robert Cowley is part of the International Eco-Cities Initiative, based at the University of 

Westminster (www.westminster.ac.uk/ecocities). He has co-authored publications on the 

global eco-city phenomenon, and given talks and lectures on the topic at several 

universities internationally. He is conducting his own doctoral research into the socio-

political aspects of urban sustainability. His PhD, entitled ‘Eco-Cities: Technological 

Showcases or Public Spaces?’, builds on an MA in Urban and Regional Planning. He first 

developed an interest in Cyprus while studying Modern Greek as part of his first degree 

(in Modern Languages and Literature) at the University of Oxford, after which he lived in 

Athens for several years. 

 

Contextualising the Famagusta Proposals:  An Overview of International Trends in Eco-City 

Policy and Practice 

The last decade has seen a global proliferation of ‘eco-city’ initiatives at various scales, displaying divergent aims 

and governance models, and backed by different coalitions of actors. At the macro level, the phenomenon 

appears to respond to a series of inter-related contemporary agendas, including increasing urbanisation in the 

global south, the need to reinvent the post-industrial city in the global north, and international discursive 

consensus over the problem of ‘climate change’. At the micro level, individual developments tend to serve 

particular instrumental (political and economic) goals, and are inevitably constrained by the contingent conditions 

of their emergence.  If it makes sense to talk of an eco-city ‘movement’, it remains very much a ‘work in progress’ 

whose potential to be generative of a more widespread transition towards global sustainability is still unclear. 

From an optimistic perspective, the eco-city might be understood as an open-ended, multiple process of 

pragmatic experimentation, from which transferable progressive practices may emerge unpredictably. More 

critically, it might be interpreted as a ‘post-political’ phenomenon, serving to reproduce the structural causes of 

current unsustainability. But what does Famagusta in particular stand to gain by being promoted as an eco-city? 

And which of the various tendencies within the global body of policy and practice should it align itself with? 

While deliberately avoiding a prescriptive definition, this paper adopts a historical perspective and draws on the 

growing body of critical literature to outline some of the key dimensions of, and tensions within, the 

contemporary eco-city worldwide. 

http://www.westminster.ac.uk/ecocities
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Conference Speakers 

Nektarios Christodoulou is an urban planner and a PhD Grant Holder at the University 

of Cyprus. He graduated first in his class from the Department of Planning and Regional 

Development at the University of Thessaly, (2010) and then continued his postgraduate 

studies at the University of Cambridge where he obtained an MPhil in Planning Growth 

and Regeneration (2011). He has participated in numerous urban projects in Cyprus and he 

is currently working on his PhD thesis entitled “Planning in Contested Cities: The case of 

Famagusta’’.  

 

Revisiting Famagusta: Strategies for New Futures  

This presentation is about an ongoing threefold research and design project regarding the future of Famagusta, 

which is carried out by a network of Greek Cypriots, Turkish Cypriots and international academics and practitioners 

in the fields of architecture, urban design and planning.  

The first level of research is about mapping the entire Famagustian urban territory and proposing visions regarding 

a Metropolitan Famagusta after the Cyprus Resolution. The second level is about searching for common 

imaginaries between the communities in conflict regarding possible futures of Famagusta and providing methods 

of stakeholders’ engagement in the rebuilding process. The third level is about research through design produced 

in students’ urban design studio where some of the concepts from the first two research levels are addressed in 

detail. The project draws from the relevant literature on contested cities and from an extensive field work in the 

area. It investigates whether and under which conditions urban design and planning practices can have a beneficial 

influence in such rather fragmented and disputed urban environment.  More in particular, it focuses on the role of 

such practices on avoiding the reproduction of another divided city, in the wider Famagusta region, where the 

Turkish Cypriots will be living in the North part of the city and the Greek Cypriots in the south part. 
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Conference Speakers 

George Lordos  has a BA (Hons) in Philosophy, Politics & Economics from Christ Church, 

Oxford and an MBA from the MIT Sloan School of Management. He had worked in London 

and Boston as a manager and management consultant for a total of nearly 10 years before 

joining the family business in Cyprus in 2002. Today, George is Executive Chairman of a 

group of companies first founded by his grandfather in Famagusta, Cyprus in 1936. George 

is actively involved in bicommunal team efforts on the island, including: the Cyprus 

Friendship Programme which builds deep friendships between pairs of Greek Cypriot and 

Turkish Cypriot teenagers; the Malta Business Group which concentrates on joint activities 

championed by pairs of Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot business leaders; and finally the Famagusta Initiative 

and the Famagusta Ecocity Project. 

 

Famagusta, Inc.: Massively Inclusive Grass-Roots Collaborations in Urban Revitalization  

The urban redevelopment of Famagusta (or parts thereof) has been studied in a number of projects in the past 

one to two decades. The approaches utilized have ranged from the highly technical to the highly visionary, from 

official to unofficial, from professional collaborations to university student projects, and from enveloping the 

entire Famagusta district to concentrating on just the ghost city of Varosha. The one element that was relatively 

undeveloped by past approaches has been a vigorous interaction with stakeholders and civil society in general 

with a view to obtaining the co-ownership and consent of the affected stakeholders for the urban redevelopment 

plans being contemplated.  

The set of processes - which we describe as ‘massively inclusive grass-roots collaborations’ – is aimed squarely at 

the co-ownership, by broad majorities of Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot Famagustians, of the future direction 

that will be taken by their city. As first steps, the Famagusta Initiative has developed a broad bicommunal vision 

advocating for a ‘City of Tomorrow’ which should be a model of peaceful coexistence and a magnet for creative 

youth, whilst the Famagusta Ecocity Project is facilitating dialogue between experts and interested citizens around 

the question “How can the Famagusta area be revived as a thriving and sustainable ‘Ecocity of Tomorrow’ and 

thereby serve as a magnet for younger generations to live and work there?”  

In a time of economic crisis throughout Southern Europe and in Cyprus, the ecological rebuilding of Varosha and 

the sustainable revitalization of the Walled City and other suburbs of Famagusta represent investment 

opportunities worth billions. Whether the investor is a public or private entity, they will have to be convinced of 

an economic return. And so a credible, well thought out plan for a “Famagusta, Inc.” covering rebuilding, 

economic development, transportation systems, cultural heritage, local governance and so forth will be necessary 

in order to attract the investment. Above all, in order to be credible, such a plan must be endorsed and supported 

by overwhelming majorities of Greek and Turkish Cypriot citizens of Famagusta. A massively inclusive and 

collaborative approach to urban planning, mediated by technocrat experts from a variety of professional 

backgrounds, is at the centre of the process of working towards just such a plan, whereby the often conflicting 

voices of a great number of stakeholders are given a central role in deciding the plan’s ultimate contents. 
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Conference Speakers 

Symeon Matsis holds a BSc (1967) from LSE and an MSc (1975) from QMC in Economics. 

Between 1968 and 1995 he worked at the Republic of Cyprus Planning Bureau as 

Economist/Planner. From 1995-2004 he held the post of Director General, serving at the 

Planning Bureau and the Ministries of Agriculture, Defence, Health and Communications. 

Since 2004 he works as a consultant to the Cyprus Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 

He served as Chairman of Universal Bank (2004-2007). He is a Member of the Council of 

the Cyprus University (from June 2011) and of the  Severis Foundation (from March 2011). 

He also teaches at the Academy of Public Administration.  

 

The Economic Significance of Famagusta 

The presentation will first briefly describe briefly the evolution of the town of Famagusta between the 1940’s and 

the early 1970’s. What were the significant characteristics of Famagusta at the end of the 1960’s and early 

1970’s? It will then attempt to describe the town today, as presented by our Turkish Cypriot compatriots and as it 

emerges from published documents.  Then I will try to evaluate what the role of Famagusta could be in case of a 

solution. What economic role do we envisage, and how can this be achieved? Do we view Famagusta as a town 

that will cost many billions of Euros to redevelop, a cost that should be financed by foreign donors?  Or should 

we view the challenge as an investment opportunity for the future inhabitants, who will be able to finance it as a 

development project with very strong growth potential capable to support the whole of the country and lead it 

out of present difficulties and constraints?  We envisage this as a bicommunal project to create a town for the 

future capable of supporting a young, vibrant and dynamic community . 
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Conference Speakers 

Layık Topcan Mesutoğlu graduated from the City and Country Planning Department of 

Middle East Technical University in 1979. Since then she has been working at the Town 

Planning Department of Northern Cyprus. Currently she is the Deputy Director of the 

Department. Since 1996, she has been involved in various initiatives and activities on the 

Future of Famagusta, Including the Famagusta Revival project in 2007 and the recent 

initiative, Famagusta Eco-city Project.  In addition to her expertise on city planning and the 

various topics mentioned, she is a trained mediator and a facilitator for which she 

completed training in conflict management.  

 

From Separation and Isolation to Hopes for Integration  

The future of Famagusta is directly connected with the future of Varosha. Future housing needs, tourism bed 

capacity, use of the coastal areas, job and employment opportunities, future water demand, transportation, 

mobility, water, waste and energy infrastructure, and the need for social services such as education, health, 

recreation are all associated with the future status of Varosha Town.  This presentation will discuss the possible 

future role and status of Famagusta, focusing on the challenges of divided cities.  

First, the presentation will discuss the meaning of the divided city.  Is division only about physical partition, or are 

there other types of divisions that planners have to take it into account, like economic isolation, social exclusion, 

and social segregation?  The Nicosia Master Plan will be used as an example of a plan for a divided capital city, 

and the presentation will outline lessons learned. The presentation will highlight the weakness of planning 

policies dealing only with the physical integration of a divided city and will underline the need for planning 

policies for economic integration, social cohesion, and tolerance that are necessary for the sustainable 

development of a ‘shared city.’  

Second, the presentation will discuss the ideal model for Famagusta City, taking into account the challenges of the 

economic, social, functional, and spatial integration with Varosha.  The suggested model to be elaborated is of an 

international city under an EU-free zone that would have a similar role to that of Brussels and Strasbourg.  This 

will also take into account a spatial development planning strategy for Northern Cyprus, considering the potential 

alternative role of the city based on economic and political development scenarios.   

Third, the presentation will highlight the importance of building bridges and a culture of cooperation and 

collaboration between the Turkish Cypriot and Greek Cypriot communities, and the role of an inclusive and 

participatory planning process in order to achieve a workable and sustainable integration.  It will underline the 

need for the construction of a unique model of procedures and mechanisms, ensuring the citizens of Famagusta 

will work together to attain their shared goals and to benefit from a common ideal of an integrated city.  

Finally, the presentation will call attention to the need to think broadly about the future of the city rather than to 

speak only about particular characteristics of a future Famagusta, whether it as an ‘eco-city’ or any other type of 

city.  It will be important and strategic to adopt a broader and comprehensive approach to the issue of future 

integration. Other potential challenges include political obstacles, market forces, and psychological aspects of 

reintegration. 
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Conference Speakers 

Mustafa Ongun has a BA  in Philosophy from the Middle East Technical University and an 

MA in Human Rights and Social Justice from London Metropolitan University. He has won 

two scholarships to undertake doctoral research with the Centre for Contemporary 

Aristotelian Studies in Ethics and Politics (CASEP), in which he brings MacIntyre's social 

philosophy into engagement with that of Foucault’s in order to develop a theoretical 

framework for the analyses of the public sector organizations and reforms in the UK.  He 

has recently been teaching at London Metropolitan University, Kaplan International 

College London and Eastern Mediterranean University. He has also been an active 

member of the Famagusta Initiative. 

 

Peace-Building as a Practice: The  Case of Famagusta Initiative 

Alasdair MacIntyre makes an important distinction between practices and institutions. While institutions are 

concerned with external goods such as power, money and status, practices target that of internal goods. Art, for 

instance, is a practice, whereas, an art gallery is an institution. Creating an excellent art piece is an internal good 

of art. Earning money, status and developing organizational hierarchies for the distribution of such art piece, on 

the other hand, are all external goods of art.  

Considering conflict in Cyprus from this point of view would entail two different ways of approaching conflict-

resolution. One approach uses institutions as its main tool. This is the conventional method that has been 

pursued for over 40 years now. External goods such as power, status, symbolism and hierarchies have played a 

more important role than the internal goods, in this method. As a result, despite 40 years of institutional 

endeavour, one can hardly talk about the achievement of goods internal to the practice of peace-building. That is, 

Greek and Turkish Cypriots very rarely reconsolidate on a day-to-day basis. Nor do they trust each other in 

alternative institutional arrangements or cooperate through business. This indicates that the traditional methods 

concerning the peace-building process in Cyprus fail to flourish goods internal to the peace-building practice, such 

as trust and cooperation. This however, is not the only approach to conflict resolution in Cyprus. I argue that an 

alternative method is emerging and this is much more practice-based then the traditional one. The main concern 

of this alternative is goods internal to the practice rather than the external ones. Building trust and cooperation 

through social projects is the highest target of the practitioners of this new approach. A citizens’ initiative, 

namely, Famagusta Initiative (FI), is an exemplary case of this new approach. Within a very limited amount of 

time, FI achieved goods internal to peace-building practice that had not yet been achieved by the traditional 

methods. In this presentation, after shortly explaining MacIntyre’s distinction between practices and institutions, I 

illustrate the story of FI within this MacIntyrean framework. I conclude that practice-based approach, as the case 

of FI shows, is one of the most fruitful approaches to conflict resolution in Cyprus.  
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Dr Wendy Pullan is Head of Research and Director of the Martin Centre for Architectural 

and Urban Studies in the Department of Architecture at the University of Cambridge. She 

was Principal Investigator for 'Conflict in Cities and the Contested State’, an international 

and multidisciplinary research project based in the UK and funded by the ESRC’s Large 

Grants Programme and is now Director of the Centre for Urban Conflicts Research. She 

received the Royal Institute of British Architects inaugural President’s Award for University

-Led Research for work on Conflict in Cities. Dr Pullan has published widely on 

Mediterranean and Middle Eastern architecture and cities, especially Jerusalem, and has 

advised on issues to do with urban uncertainty.  She is a Fellow of Clare College, Cambridge.  

 

Confronting Urban Frontiers in Contested Cities 

It is questionable to what extent common urban planning and design practices are effective in the rejuvenation 

of cities that have been badly divided by ethno-national and religious conflicts. In many cases the urban centre 

has become a frontier zone, disrupting an urban order that normally assigns frontiers to the margins. In ‘Conflict 

in Cities and the Contested State’, an ESRC Large Grant Project (2007-13), a number of urban situations were 

compared in divided cities in Europe and the Middle East. Key findings point to specific areas of interest and 

concern, including: the significance of shared public space within the overall urban structure; the tendency to 

over-plan without sufficient understanding of everyday life; the problem of divisive infrastructures, especially 

roads; and an over-reliance upon the healing power of commerce as part of neo-liberal solutions. This paper will 

consider these problems in examples from Belfast, Jerusalem and Nicosia.  
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Conference Discussants  

Dr Gabriel Koureas' research interests are in the relationship of memory, conflict and 

commemoration in the construction of national and gender identities. His current 

research interests concentrate on: issues of representation of conflict and its 

commemoration in the museum space; the city and memorial sites with special emphasis 

on postcolonial memory and gender, as well as the possibilities reconciliation offered 

through visual culture and the senses; representations of terrorism in visual cultures of 

the 20th century; the visual culture of the Middle East in relation to its Ottoman Past. Dr 

Gabriel Koureas, has successfully completed an AHRC Networking Grant which 

investigated how the terrorist has been represented in the visual arts, film, photography and the media. He is 

currently co-investigator in a new AHRC Research Network looking at what the cultural exchanges that 

characterised the Ottoman Empire can teach the contemporary world about interconnectedness.  

Dr Christalla Yakinthou is a Fellow at the University of Birmingham’s Institute for 

Conflict, Co-operation and Security. Her areas of research interest include transitional 

justice and conflict transformation, political design for conflict societies, power-sharing, 

and the role of ethnic conflict and historical memory in political architecture. She has an 

active interest in the politics of the MENA and Mediterranean region. Prior to her 

appointment at Birmingham, she worked extensively in transitional justice and conflict 

transformation. Between 2009 and 2011 she established and managed the International 

Centre for Transitional Justice's (ICTJ) Cyprus Program. She has provided policy advice for 

International organisations, large NGOs, and a number of governments.  



 

 



 

 

 

Hellenic Observatory 

The Hellenic Observatory (HO) was set up in October 1996. Its aim is to promote the study of contemporary Greece & Cyprus 

via research, research training, and public lectures and conferences. The emphasis is on cross-disciplinary and comparative 

work. The main disciplines covered are: economics and economic geography; political science (including public policy); and 

international relations.  

The core academic staff attached to the Hellenic Observatory comprises the Eleftherios Venizelos Professor of Contemporary 

Greek Studies (Kevin Featherstone), Dr Spyros Economides and Dr Vassilis Monastiriotis. The HO Manager is Ismini Demades 

and Polly Liouta is the HO Administrator. Since 2012 we also welcomed the addition of senior research fellowships on 

contemporary Cyprus. In addition to this staff, each year a number of sponsored fellowships are awarded to facilitate 

academics from outside the LSE to come and carry out major research projects. The Hellenic Observatory also welcomes 

applications for Visiting Fellows, Visiting Senior Fellows and Visiting Professors for work that is relevant to the research of the 

Hellenic Observatory.  

The HO holds regular seminars open to the public on issues related to contemporary Greece, taking place fortnightly during 

term times. (normally every second Tuesday in MT and LT, 6.00 - 7.30pm in COW 1.11). In addition, it hosts special public 

lectures with leading public figures from Greece & Cyprus. Its biennial PhD Symposium at the LSE attracts over 100 students 

and staff. The HO also hosts conferences and workshops, both at the LSE and in Greece.   Since 2002, over 10,000 guests have 

attended its public events. The HO has a dedicated discussion paper series and publishes an annual Newsletter.    

  For more information :  www.lse.ac.uk/ho 

 

Contemporary Turkish Studies                                                               

 

The Chair in Contemporary Turkish Studies was established as a part of the European Institute at London School of Economics 

and Political Science (LSE) in October 2005. It has increased its activities since 2008 to a great extent from annual teaching and 

research to public events. The Chair has been endowed in perpetuity by the generous foundation donations of five Turkish 

donors: Akfen Holding, Aydın Doğan Foundation, Central Bank of the Republic of Turkey, Government of the Republic of 

Turkey, and the Union of Chambers and Commodity Exchanges of Turkey (TOBB). It is first of its kind in Europe.  

The Chair focuses on political, economic, administrative, and historical issues in contemporary Turkey. Its mission is to promote 

multi-disciplinary and comparative studies on Turkey, and Turkey’s relationship with other countries, with a special emphasis 

on the Turkey-European Union (EU) relations, and to provide a suitable research environment in this context. Professor Şevket 

Pamuk served as the Chair of Contemporary Turkish Studies from December 2007 to September 2013. In September 2013, Dr. 

Esra Özyürek, of University of California, was appointed as Reader in Contemporary Turkish Studies at the European Institute at 

LSE and as the new Chair of Contemporary Turkish Studies.  

The Chair in Contemporary Turkish Studies provides academic leadership in the area of contemporary Turkish studies with 

respect to research, teaching and related public activities, which will place Turkey in the wider context of Europe and the 

European Union. The Chair's activities will explore the past, present and possible future links between Turkey and Europe in all 

its aspects. As such it is of interest of the social scientists and students both in Turkey and in Europe.  

For more information: www.lse.ac.uk/europeanInstitute/research/ContemporaryTurkishStudies/Home.aspx 

 

http://www.tobb.org.tr/eng/index.php

